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BALANCE OF PAYMENTS, AUSTRALIA, FEBRUARY 1994

MAIN FEATURES
Estimates of the main balance of payments aggregates for February 1994, the three preceding months and year-to-date are
shown below. These estimates are preliminary and subject to revision. Particular care should be taken in interpreting
month-to-month movements, as indicated in the note on page 6 on Reliability of Contemporary Trend Estimates and in
paragraph 4 of the Explanatory Notes on page 14. Certain items have been estimated using extrapolation techniques
uatil source data become available,

1993.94 Jul-Feb
Nov Dec Jan Feb 1992.93 1993-94 Change(a)
$ miltion $ miilion %
Not seasonally adjusted
Balance on current account - 1,581 -1,027 -1,354 -884 - 10,175 - 11,116 -9
Balance on merchandise trade - 253 144 -33 195 652 —655 -
Net services -6 -15 -1 211 -1907 -R867 + 35
Net.income -1354 —-1,195 - 1,345 - 1,350 -9.561 -9991 —4
Net unrequited transfers 32 39 25 60 641 397 ~-38
Official capital 1,451 2,478 5,198 — 2,063 12,753 8,765 -
Non-official capital plus balancing item 130 - 1451 - 3,844 2,947 ~ 2,578 2,351 -
Seasonally adjusted
Balance on current account - 1364 - 1,575 -1,223 -1.256
Balance on merchandise trade 98 -310 152 273
Net services - 100 -97 -137 -160
Net income -13% -1205-1314-1418
Net unrequited transfers 3 37 76 49
$US exchange rate (per unit of $A)(Db) 0.6649 0.6728 0.6956 0.7161
Trade weighted index (base May 1970 = 100)(b) 494 502 531 539

(a) For current account agpregates a minus gign means an increase in a deficit or a reduction in a surplus and a plus sign means & decrease in a deficit or an
increase in a surplus. (b) Period averages.

In seasonally adjusted terms, the current account deficit for GRAPH 1: BALANCE ON CURRENT ACCOUNT
February rose $33 million, or 3 per cent, to $1,256 million.

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
The increase in the deficit was caused by: ! M

= an increase of $104 million (8 per cent) in the net in-
come deficit;

» an increase of $23 million (17 per cent) in the net ser-
vices deficit; and

» adecrease of $27 million (36 per cent) in the net unre-
quited transfers surplus.

Partly offsetting these movements in income, services and
unrequited transfers was an increase of $121 million ( 80
per cent) in the surplus on merchandise trade {merchandise

exports fell 1 per cent, while merchandise imports fell 4 per [ %000
cent).

L 2400
The provisional rend estimate for the February current ac- $ millics

count deficit was $1,334 million, down $19 million, or 1
per cent, on the provisional trend estimate for January.

INQUIRIES - ({gr further information about these and related unpublished statistics, contact Mr Peter Momrow on Canberra
(06) 252 6689 or Ms Marie Flint on Canberra (06) 252 5540, or any ABS State office.
= for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of this publication.




ANALYSIS OF SELECTED MAJOR AGGREGATES

February 1994 compared with January 1994

Balance on goods and services
The seasonally adjusted balance on goods and services

recorded a surplus of $113 million, an increase of $98 mil-
lion on the surplus recorded in January.

GRAPH 2: BALANCE ON GOODS AND SERVICES
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Balance on merchandise trade

The seasonally adjusted baiance on merchandise trade
recorded a surplus of $273 million, an increase of $121 mil-
lion on the surplus recorded in January.,

GRAPH 3: BALANCE ON MERCHANDISE TRADE
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Merchandise exports

Seasonally adjusted exports f.0.b. fell $66 million, or 1 per
cent, t0 $5,256 million. Rural exports fell $90 million, or 6
per cent, to $1,509 million. Non-rural exports rose $24
million, or 1 per cent, to $3,747 million.

GRAPH 4: MERCHANDISE - EXPORTS F.OB.
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In original terms, exports rose $50 million, or 1 per cent,
1o $4,811 million.

Rural exports in original terms rose $28 million, or 2 per
cent, to $1,426 million. Increases were recorded in:

*  cereals, up $100 million or 35 per cent (due mainly to
increased volumes of wheat exports);

= “other” rural exports, up $20 million or 4 per cent; and
» mcat, up $9 million or 4 per cent.

Decreases were recorded in wool, down $69 million or 25
per cent (due mainly to decreased volumes of greasy wool
exports); and sugar, down $32 million or 26 per cent.

Non-rural exporis in original terms rose $22 million, or 1
per cent, to $3,385 million. The most significant increases
were recorded in;

*  transport equipment, up $97 million or 147 per cent
(with all components recording increases);

- machinery, up 363 million or 21 per cent (all com-
ponents recording increases, with the largest being of-
fice machines and ADP equipment); and

+ “other” manufactures, up $47 million or 10 per cent
(with most components recording increases).

The largest decreases were recorded in "other” metals,
down $78 million or 19 per cent (due mainly to decreased
volumes of aluminium exports); gold, down $72 million or
13 per cent (due mainly to decreased volumes); and metal
ores and minerals, down $52 million or 9 per cent (due
mainly 1o decreased exports of iron ore).



Merchandise imports

Seasonally adjusted imports fo.b. fell $187 million, or 4
per cent, to $4,983 million.

GRAPH 5: MERCHANDISE - IMPORTS F.0.B.
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In original terms, imports fell $178 million, or 4 per cent,
to $4,616 million. The largest decreases were recorded in:

* machinery, down $79 million or 5 per cent (with most
components recording decreases);

» civil aircraft, down $50 million (with no imports of
civil aircraft in February, compared o the import of
one aircraft valued at $50 million in January);

= Tother" mansport equipment, down 3$37 million or 35
per cent;

= chemicals, down $37 million or 7 per cent; and

» metals and metal manufactures, down $34 million or 13
per cent,

The most significant increases occurred in road vehicles, up
341 million, or 9 per cent; and "other” manufactures, up
324 million or 2 per cent.

Net services

The seasonally adjusted net services deficit increased $23
million, or 17 per cent, to $160 million. Services credits
rose $14 million, or 1 per cent, while services debits rose
$37 million or 2 per cent.

Net income

The seasonally adjusted net income deficit rose $104 mil-
lion, or 8 per cent, 1o $1,418 million. Income credits rose
$9 million, or 2 per cent, while income debits rose $113
million or 6 per cent.

Net unrequited transfers

The seasonally adjusted ne: wnrequited transfers surplus
fell $27 million, or 36 per cent. Unrequited transfers credits
rose $3 million, while unrequited transfers debits rose $30
million or 17 per cent.

Net capital transactions

In original terms, the net capital transactions of the official
sector recorded a net outflow of $2,063 million in February,
a tumaround of $7,261 million on the net inflow recorded

in January.
The February estimate consisted of:

* a net outflow of $2,157 miilion in general government
transactions, a tumaround of $7,140 million on the net
inflow recorded in January; and

= a net inflow of $94 million in Reserve Bank transac-
tions, a decrease of $121 million on the January inflow.

The change in general government transactions was mainlty
due 1o State government borrowing domiciled abroad which
recorded an outflow of $2,065 million, a turnaround of
$4,134 million on the January inflow. Also contributing to
the change was a decrease of $2,659 million in gencral
government borrowing domiciled in  Austalia, which
recorded a net inflow of $215 million in February.

The change in Reserve Bank transactions in February main-
1y reflected decreased sales of official reserve assats.

Exchange rates

During February the $A appreciated 2 per cent on a trade-
weighted index basis (using period average exchange rates)
against the currencies of Australia’s major wrading partners,
by 3 per cent against the $US, and by 4 per cent against the
UK pound.

Comparing rates at the end of February 1994 with those at
the end of June 1993, the 3A has appreciated by 8 per cent
on a trade-weighted basis against the currencies of
Australia’s major trading partners, by 7 per cent against the
$US and by 8 per cent against the UK pound.

Eight months ended February 1994 compared with eight
months ended February 1993 —

In original terms, the balance on current account deficit
for the cight months ended February 1994 was $11,116 mil-
lion, up $941 million, or 9 per cent, on the deficit for the
gight months ended February 1993,

The result was due to:

» a tumaround of $1,307 million, from a surplus t0 a
deficit, in the balance on merchandise trade:



» an increase of $430 million (4 per cent) in the net in-
come deficit; and

» a decrease of $244 million (38 per cent) in the net un-
requited transfers surplus,

The movements in merchandise trade, income and unre-
quited transfers were partly offset by a decrease of $1,040
million, or 55 per cent, in the net services deficit.

GRAPH 6: BALANCE OF PAYMENTS AGGREGATES -
EIGHET MONTHS ENDED FEBRUARY
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Merchandise exports rose $2,331 million, or 6 per cent, to
$42,176 million. The largest increases were recorded in:

» machinery, up $582 million (21 per cent);
= "other” manufactures, up $576 million (15 per cent);
*  gold, up $550 million (17 per cent);

= "other" non-rural exports, up $375 million (46 per
© cent);

»  "other” rural exports, up $359 million (9 per cent);
*  sugar, up $225 million (29 per cent); and
+ meat, up $216 million (9 per cent).

The most significant decreases were recorded in wool,
down $338 million (14 per cent); "other" mineral fuels,

GRAPH 7. MERCHANDISE EXPORTS -
EIGHT MONTHS ENDED FERRUARY
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down $274 million (10 per cent); and metal ores and
minerals, down $204 million (4 per cent).

Merchandise imports rose $3,638 million, or 9 per cent, to
$42,831 million. Increases were recorded in all groups ex-
cept civil aircraft, which fell $560 million (85 per cent); and
fuels, which fell $59 million (2 per cent). The largest in-
creases were recorded in:

» machinery, up $1,598 million {14 per cent);

»  "other" manufactures, up $873 million {10 per cent);

= road vehicles, up $593 million (15 per cent); and

* "other” transport equipment, up $470 million (74 per

cent).
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The net services deficit fell $1,040 million, or 55 per cent,
to $867 million. Services credits increased by $1,260 mil-
lion, or 13 per cent, due largely to increases of $682 million
in travel credits, $307 million in "other" transportation
credits and $232 million in "other" services credits. Ser-
vices debits rose $220 millicn or 2 per cent, due largely to
increases of $140 million in "other" services debits and $67
million in shipment debits.

The net income deficit rose $430 million, or 4 per cent, to
$9,991 million. Income credits rose $125 million, or 3 per
cent, duec mainly 10 an increase in reinvested earmings,
which was partly offset by a fall in other investment income
receivable. Income debits rose $555 million, or 4 per cent,
due mainly to increases in interest payable on official sector
borrowing, reinvested earnings and other property income.
These increases were partly offset by a decrease in interest
payable on non-official sector borrowing from unrelated
enterprises abroad.

The net unrequited transfers surplus fell $244 million, or 38
per cent, to $397 million. Unrequited wransfers credits fell
$236 million, or 11 per cent, due mainly to a decline in
migrants’ transfers, Unrequited wransfers debits rose $8 mil-
lion or 1 per cent.

Official sector capital transactions for the eight months
ended February 1994 yielded a net inflow of $8,765 mil-
lion, compared with a nct inflow of $12,753 million for the



corresponding period of the previous financial year. The
change was the result of:

* an inflow of $9,283 million in general government
transactions, up $2,033 million on the inflow for the
eight months to February 1993; and

» an outflow of $518 million in Reserve Bank transac-
tions, a tumaround of $6,021 million on the inflow for
the eight months to February 1993,

The increased inflow from general government transactions
was largely due to State government borrowing domiciled
abroad, which rose $1,300 million, to an inflow of $6,971
million; and an increase of $1,154 million, to an inflow of
$3,299 million, in general government borrowing domiciled
in Australia. Net purchases of official reserve assets, com-
pared to net sales for the corresponding period of the pre-
vious financial year, was the main factor underlying the
change in Reserve Bank transactions,

REVISIONS

Revisions since the last issue of this publication have
reduced the current account deficit for the first seven
months of the current financial year by $25 million.

The main factors contributing to the revisions are as fol-
lows:

« for services, incorporation of revisions to travel and
other services credits and debits. The net effect of
these revisions was to reduce the net services deficit by
$50 million;

- for income, incorporation of revisions to other property
income and labour and other income credits and debits.
The net effect of these revisions was o increase the net
income deficit by $37 million; and

+ for unrequited transfers, minor revisions to migrants’
transfers credits and debits. The net eflect of these
revisions was to increase the net unrequited transfers
swplusg by $12 million.




RELIABILITY OF CONTEMPORARY TREND
ESTIMATES

The table below presents trend estimates of the deficit on
current account from December 1992 onwards, including
provisional trend estimates for the latest three months
{December 1993, January and February 1994).

To iltustrate the possible impact of future months’ observa-
tions on the provisional trend estimates for the latest three
mouths, the table also shows the revisions to these trend
estimates that would result if the seasonally adjusted es-
timate of the current account balance mext month (March

1o $942 million, would produce a rend movement of -5.6
per cent for March with the movements in the trend es-
timates for December, January and February being revised
to ~1.0 per cent, -3.5 per cent and -5.3 per cent, respective-
Iy.

The graph below illustrates this potential degree of revision
at the current end of the trend serics.

BALANCE ON CURRENT ACCOUNT -
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED AND TREND ESTIMATES
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1954} is 25 per cent higher or lower than this month and if

there are no revisions to the current or previous months’ - 500
estimates. The 25 per cent range has been chosen because

in the last decade the average monthly percentage move- - ~1,000
ment, without regard to sign, of the seasonally adjusted cur-

rent account deficit has been about 25 per cent. 1,300
If the deficit were to increase in March by 25 per cent, to Seasomally Adjusted - -2.000
$1,570 million, the provisional trend movement for that Teend | 5 500
month would be 1.5 per cent. The movements in the trend o o '
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respectively, would be rt?vlsed to 1.8 per cent, 1.3 per cent e e in seasonally 3,500
and 1.0 per cent, respectively. On the other hand, a 25 per ——
cent decline in the seasonally adjusted deficit next month,

DEFICIT ON CURRENT ACCOUNT — RELIABILITY OF TREND ESTIMATES
Trend Revised trend estimate if March 1994 seasonally adjusied current scoount deficit -
estimate
18 up 25% on February 1994 (a) is down 25% on February 1094 (a)
$m % change $m change $m % change
on previous on previous O previous
month month month

199293 —

December 1132 -47 1132 -47 1132 -4.7
January 1140 0.7 1140 0.7 1140 0.7

February 1213 6.4 1213 64 1213 6.4

March 1319 8.7 1319 8.7 1319 8.7

April 1419 16 1419 76 1419 76

May 1462 3.0 1462 3.0 1462 3.0

June 1431 -21 1431 -21 1431 ~21
1993-94 —

July 1359 -50 1359 ~50 1359 - 5.0

August 1304 -40 1304 -49 1304 - 4.0
September 1299 -04 1292 -09 1304 00

QOctaber 1326 2.1 1316 19 1337 25
November 1347 1.6 1343 2.1 1353 1.2
December 1355 p 0.6 1367 1.8 1339 -10

January 1353 p -01 1385 1.3 1292 ~3.5

February 1334p -14 1399 1.0 1224 =353

March 1420 15 1155 -56

{a) Assumes no revisions o the scasonally adjusted estimates of the current account balance for the 15 months December 1992 to February 1994.



CHANGES IN NEXT ISSUE

Note: This is a repeat of the article which appeared on
page 7 of the January issue of this publication and on page
6 of the December quarter issue of the quarterly balance of
payments publication (ABS Catalogue No. 5302.0).

Commencing with the mext issue of this publication
(scheduled for release on 4 May 1994) and the March
quarter issue of the 5302.0 (scheduled for release on 1 June
1994), the commodity classification for presenting mer-
chandise imports in balance of paymenis publications
will change,

Currently, merchandise imports information in monthly,
quarterly and annual balance of payments publications is
presented in 11 broad commodity groupings which are
based on the United Nations’ Standard International Trade
Classification Revision 3 (SITC R3), as well as being split
into exogenous and endogenous imports. In the quarterly
and annual publications, a further breakdown of endogenous
imports by end-use categories (capital goods, consumption
goods and other goods) is also provided.

From the March 1994 issues, the presentation of merchan-
dise imports in all balance of payments publications will be
changed as follows:

= the existing broad commodity groupings, together with
the exogenous/endogencus split, will be removed from
all balance of paymenis publications;

= the end-use categories, currently provided quarterly for
endogenous imports only, will be extended to cover all
merchandise imports and be included in monthly,
quarterly and annual balance of payments publications;

» the three end-use calegories will be divided into a total
of 26 SITC R3-based commodity groupings, which
have also been aligned to the United Nations™ Clas-
sification of Broad Economic Categories (BEC).
(These commodity groupings are shown in the table
below, together with preliminary data for 1992-93); and

« most of these 26 SITC R3-based commodity groupings
will be further sub-divided into a total of over 100
commodity sub-groupings. Although the information at
this level of detail will not be included in balance of
payments publications, it will be readily available as a
special data service. (Details of these proposed sub-
groupings, together with preliminary data for 1992.93,
are available from the ABS))

Quarterly constant price estimates for each of the three end-
use categories and each of the 26 commedity groupings will
be included in quarterly balance of payments publications.
The possibility of publishing seasonally adjusted estimates
for the three end-use categorics in both monthly and
quarterly publications is being investigated.

These changes are being implemented primarily in response
to user demand for a more detailed commodity breakdown
of merchandise imports and a greater emphasis on end-use
categorics than that currently shown in balance of payments
publications.

Although the exogenousfendogenous split was introduced
into balance of payments publications in the mid 1980°s as
an aid 1o economic analysis, a number of factors have since
eroded the usefulness of this split.

Firstly, changes in the economy over recent years have
meant that an increasing number of "lumpy” itcms {(e.g.
tankers, drilling platforms, aircraft for non-major airlines,
satellites) are being recorded in the "endogenous” category.

Secondly, recent changes in government arrangements have
meant that a significant proportion of general government
imports, which had accounted for up to twenty per cent of
exogenous imports, are no longer readily identifiable from
other imports.

To assist users in overcoming any discontinuities that may
arise following the introduction of the new classification,
historical series for each of the end-use categories, com-
modity groupings and commodity sub-groupings will be
recompiled back to July 1981. The full historical series for
each of the end-use categories and commaodily gronpings,
together with constant price series, and where appropriate
seasonally adjusted and trend series, will be published in an
Information Paper, Change to Commodity Classification of
Merchandise Imports in Balance of Payments Publications
{ABS Catalogue No. 5344.0), which is scheduled for release
on 14 April 1994, ahead of the changeover to the new clas-
sification in rcgular publications,

Details of the concordances between the current and the
new publication categories, as well as between the new
classification of merchandise imports and both SITC Rev 3
and BEC, will also be included in the Information Paper.

These changes will not affect the classification of merchan-
dise impoarts in foreign trade publications and other releases.

Merchandise imports classification (Sm)

1992/93
Consumption Goods 15,926
Food and beverages, mainly for consumption 2,261
Household electrical items 1382
Non-industrial transport equipment 3478
Textiles, clothing and footwear 2,178
Toys, books and leisure goods 2238
Consumption geod nes 4,389
Capital Goods 13,655
Machinery and industrial equipment 5,446
ADP equipment 2,319
Telecanmunications equipment 1,224
Civil aircrafi 828
Industrial transport equipment nes 1,838
Capital goods nes 2,000
Intermediate and Other Goods 29,846
Food and beverages, mainly for industry 436
Primary industrial supplies nes 677
Fuels and lubricants 3,623
Parts for transport equipment 3,673
Pants for ADP equipment 1,423
Other parts for capilat goods 4,232
Organic and inorganic chemicals 2,056
Paper and paperboard 1,381
Textile yam and fabrics 1,763
Iron and steel 946
Plastics 1272
Non-monetary gold 1019
Processed industrial supplies nes 7,135
Other goods 208
Total Imports 59,427
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

1. This publication contains preliminary estimates of
Australia’s balance of payments for February 1994, wogether
with revised estimates for previous months. More com-
prehensive quarterly estimates are available in the Decem-
ber quarter 1993 issue of the quarterly balance of payments
publication (5302.0) released on 10 March 1994,

2.  Descriptions of the underlying concepts and structure
of the balance of payments and the sources and methods
used in compiling the estimates are presented in Balance of
Payments, Australia: Concepts, Sources and Methods
{3331.0). The publication also provides item definitions; ex-
planations of seasonal adjustment and trend estimates; and
an analysis of the quality of the estimates.

Accuracy, reliability and volatility

3. Care should be exescised in the use and interpretation
of estimates in this publication. The sources available for
the production of timely and reliable monthly estimates are
limited and the initial estimates are made available very
-quickly. Consequently, the latest estimates in this publica-
tion, to a greater extent than estimates in quarterly and an-
nual balance of payments publications, are preliminary
and subject to revision as more complete and accurate in-
formation becomes available. Certain items are estimated
using extrapolation techmigues until source data become
available, Further, the more detailed estimates may be less
accurate in relative terms than broader items and aggregates
of which they form components.

4.  Particular care should be exercised in interpreting
month-to-month movements in original and seasonally ad-
justed series as short term movements cannot be assnmed to
indicate changes in trend. The monthly estimates are
volatile, being subject to seasonal factors (except where ad-
justed in Table 2) and large irregular influences. The ir-
regular influences may reflect both random economic events
and difficulties of statistical recording. Seasonal adjustment
does not aim to remove the imregular or non-seasonal in-
fluences which may be present in any particular month.
This means that the month-to-month movements of the
scasonally adjusted estimates may not be reliable indicators
of trend behaviour. For example, irregular factors unrelated
to the trend account for more than half the seasonally ad-
Jjusted monthly movements with the following frequency:

Balance on current account: 9 in 10 months
Merchandise exports f.o.b: 8 in 10 months
Merchandise imports f.o.b: 9 in 10 months

5. The impact of the irregular influences upon the
seasonally adjusted series is reduced by smoothing, as
shown by the trend estimates in Table 2 and the graphs.
The trend estimates are generally derived by applying a 13-
term Henderson-weighted moving average to the seasonally
adjusted series.

Seasonal adjustment

6. The factors used in seasonally adjusting the monthly
balance of payments statistics during 1994 can be obtained,
for $65.00, from Mr Trevor Jolly on Canberra (06) 252
6820.

7. The seasonally adjusted statistics in this publication
should not be regarded as in any way definitive as resulis
from seasonal adjustment vary according to the method
used.

Available longer term series

8.  Estimates for months prior to those shown in this pub-
lication are available and can be obtained by conlacting Mr
Trevor Jolly on Canberra (06) 252 6820, There may be a
charge for this information.

Symbols and other usages
f.ob.  free on board
n.a. not available
ne.c. notelsewhere classified
n.y.a.  notyetavailable
— nil or rounded to zero
. not applicable
P provisional

9. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancics may
occur between the sums of component items and totals.

RICHARD MADDEN
Acting Australian Statistician



NFORMATION PAPER

Commencing with the March issues of the monthly and quarterly balance of
payments publications the presentation of imports data in balance of payments
publications will change.

The ABS has prepared an information paper on this change, titled,

Change to Commodity Classification of Merchandise Imports in Balance of
Payments Publications

(ABS Catalogue No 5344.0)

This information paper includes:

= adetailed description of the new classification;

* alink between the new and the old publication categories;

+ tables showing monthly, quarterly and annual data on the new basis
from July 1981 to December 1993; and

» some analysis of the impact of the change.

For more information:

about the change to the classification, please call Balance of Paymaents Section on {06} 252 5540
about the availability of the Information Paper, please call the ABS Bookshop 1800 020 608

CHANGE TO COMMODITY CLASSIFICATION OF MERCHANDISE
IMPORTS IN BALANCE OF PAYMENTS PUBLICATIONS (5344.0) $10.00

ORDER NOW SEND MY ORDER T0:

My chequefor $ is enclosed. Name

{Chaque payable h the Callector of Public Maneys]

Please bill my Position

[} Bankcard [} Mastercard [(Jviss
Organisation ______

Card number Expiry date !

DDDD DDDD DDDD DDDD Address

for$

Cardholder's Name

RETURN TO: Repiy Paid 4, ABS Bookshop, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616
or Fax to: ABS Bookshop (06) 252 7412
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For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available at all ABS Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information
Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for
contact details).

Electronic Data Services

A wide range of ABS data are available on electronic media. Selections of most
frequently requested statistics are available, updated daily, on DISCOVERY

(Key "656#). The ABS PC TELESTATS service delivers major economic indicator main
features ready to download into personal computers on the day of release. The

PC AussTATs service enables on-line access to a data base of thousands of
up-to-date time series. Selected datasets are also available on diskette or Co-RoM.
For more details on electronic data services available, contact Information Services in
any of the ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for contact details).

Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are over 500 titles of various publications available from ABS bookshops in all
ABS Offices (see below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on

a regular basis at no additional cost (telephone Publications Subscription Service toli
ree on 008 02 0608 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales

Regional Offices

SYDNEY {02) 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7755 615 7829
BRISBANE. (07) 222 6351 222 6350
PERTH {09) 323 5140 323 5307
ADELAIDE {08) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART (002} 205 800 205 800
CANBERRA (06) 252 5979 252 6007
DARWIN {089) 432 111 432 111
National Office

ACT (08) 252 5248 252 6627

=

Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616
or any ABS State office.
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